
Guardian Angels Pastoral/Finance Council Meeting 
Wednesday, July 6, 2022 

7:00 pm – 8:15 pm 
 
 

Clergy In Attendance: Fr. John Lendvai, Fr. Andrew Fischer, Fr. Aaron Kriss, 
Deacon Pat Wood  

 
Parish Services Staff: Sharon Hachman, Carrie Lekse, Chuck Goetz 
 
Pastoral Council Members Present: Mary Beth Danik, Joan Cupec, Dave Kuniak   

Clem Lovasik, Justine Long-Meyers, Mary Ann 
Urbanski, John Peters, and Dave Wygonik,  

 
Finance Council Members Present: Russ Corsi, Gary Eiseman, Larry Mialki, Gerri 

Momberger, Janine Adams, and Don Turowski  
 
Pastoral Staff Present: Tom Babinsack, Debbie Mialki,  

and Judy McCullough 
 
 
Fr. Fischer began with an opening prayer  
 
There were no changes to last month’s Pastoral/Finance Council’s Meeting Minutes.  
 
Parish Business 
 
Corpus Christi was a great success. The Ladies of Charity provided the refreshments, so we 
want to thank them for that. Tom Due chaired the event. He and Tom Babinsack met with Jim 
Huey who filled them in on all the details for running the event. Donations of some of supplies 
were made and we hope to increase that next year. We had two articles in the paper, one 
written before and one after. We were also on the local news.  
 
The Parish Festival is July 13th – 16th. As always, we need volunteers. We especially need folks 
to cover the later shifts, as well as, Friday and Saturday.  
 
 
Tom Babinsack ~ Finance 
 
Parish Budgets have not been required by the Diocese for about 3 years. Our fiscal year ended 
June 30th so we submitted a budget for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2022 – June 30, 2022.  
Our weekly collection goal is $19,800 but we have only met that goal 6 times in a year. Our 
average collection is $15,039.90.  
 
We have used this amount and have reduced it by 25% due to the closing of the churches and 
the anticipated reduction in giving. With the reduction, we still have a deficit of $180,000.00 that 
we will have to take from our savings.  
This does not include any major expenses which may occur over the course of a year.  
 



Fr. John 
 
With the new budget, we will meet monthly with the Finance Council and begin working with a 
monthly cash flow report. Also, the Diocese is coming out with new guidelines regarding 
Finance Councils. This will detail the role of the Council and help members to be more engaged 
in the life of the parish.    
 
As we all know, the letter concerning the number of churches to remain open has gone out to 
the public.  It was in the bulletin, has been mailed home, is on the website, and is available in 
the back of church.  
 
Have you received any feedback from the letter? 
 
Council Members 
 
We are upset that the council did not have much say in the matter. We have not seen a 
comprehensive financial report. We have not seen a list of the 22 buildings. It was not fair that 
there was no discussion before the announcement was made. Was the equity in the buildings 
considered? The County Assessment says that these buildings are worth approximately 11 
million dollars.  What happened to the three buildings plan?  
 
People were devastated when they found out it was only going to be two buildings. People at 
Holy Family are so mad, that they are going to go across the river to church. 
 
The news reports stated that Most Blessed Sacrament must stay open because we support St. 
Joseph High School. It was my understanding that we do not support St. Joseph, that it is an 
independent entity. Now which is it?  
 
Answer: St. Joseph High School, uses our facilities for their classrooms. We do not financially 
support them per se. 
 
The chairs and tables, refrigerators and freezers were missing from Holy Family. We know that 
they will be used for the Parish Festival but people were upset. We should have been told.  
 
People were surprised and hurt by the fact that there will be only two buildings open but they 
are also glad we are moving forward.   
 
Chuck Goetz ~ Chief Facilities Officer 
 
It is my job to assist with the sale of properties and to conduct appraisals. The appraisals are 
done when we are ready to sell the properties.  
 
Our main goal is to consider how we can get everyone around the Eucharist. What facilities do 
we need to keep our parish functioning and how would these facilities be used to move the 
parish forward?  
 
This is a difficult decision and fraught with emotions. My staff and I are the third party, who can 
look at the facilities with an open mind and a checklist to do the evaluation in an impartial way.  
 
 
 



Council Members 
 
We need to realize that people will need a while to process these changes and that giving them 
that time is important, but they do know that a decision must made. We know that we must 
move forward but realize those changes bring fear. 
The original plan was to leave three buildings open but we have to remember, that was before 
the pandemic. Things have changed. We have less people coming to church. Our collection is 
way down. We cannot expect to stick with that with our current reality.  
 
I am here for the Eucharist. It does not matter where I go. Jesus said to go out and spread my 
word and do my work. Why are we fighting about buildings? 
 
The point is, people are going elsewhere, they are leaving the church.  
 
Fr. John 
 
It is good to hear what people are thinking and how they feel. Please know that I am here to 
listen. If you want to talk, my door is always open. As we move forward, we need to remember, 
the focus for leaving buildings open is how can they help us fulfill our parish goals.  
 
Assembly Slides 
 
Welcome and Opening Prayer 
Timeline Summary 
Map of Guardian Angels (Based on square miles, 32, we are considered a medium sized 
parish.) 
Driving Distances between the 7 buildings 
Travel Times between the 7 buildings 
Financial Statement Trends 
Key Factors 
Building Assessments 
Recommendations 
Moving Forward 
ARS Questions and Responses 
Next Steps  
 
Fr. Andrew 
 
I think we should make people aware that St. Joseph High School is an independent entity even 
though they use the building. 
 
I also think people should be made aware of all the other facilities we take care of the nursing 
homes in our parish, the hospital. They should be aware that our parish is more than churches.  
 
Fr. Aaron closed with a prayer. 
 
Next Meeting: Thursday, July 21, 2022 
 
 


